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CONFIDENTIAL 

For  The  War  Crimes  Office 

Judge  Advocate  General  ■  3  Department  ■ —  War  Department 

United  States  of  America 


*******  *  y.  .***  *  **********  *  *  *  ******  * 


In  the  matter  of  the  torture 
of  approximately  %  American 
prisoners  of  war  at  Shanghai 
Prisoner  of  Y/ar  Camp  oy  a 
Japanese  civilian  named 
Ishiharl 

*********  *  *  *  *  * 


*  Perpetuation  of  Testimony 

*  of  James  Scott  Browning, 

♦  Pfco,  U. S.  Marine  Corps 

♦ 

* 

* 

****** ********* 


Taken  at: 

Date: 

In  the  presence  of: 


Reform,  Ala. 

29  December  1945 

James  Ro  Farrell,  Special  Agent, 
Security  Intelligence  Corps,  Security 
and  Intelligence  Division,  Headquarters 
Fourth  Service  Command- 


Reporter: 


Questioned  by: 


31hel  I.  Eubanks ,  Dist.  6,  4th  Service 
Command,  240  Graymont  Avenue,  Birming¬ 
ham,  Alabama * 

James  R-  Farrell,  Special  ..gent, 
Security  Intelligence  Corps 


Question:  State  your  name .rank,  permanent  home  address  and 
'  any  other  pertinent  information  aoout  yourself. 

Answer:  l.y  name  is  James  Scott  Browning.  I  ara  a  Private.  . 

First  Class  in  the  United  States  Marina  Corps*  I  was 
born  24  April  19-20  at  Booth,  Ala.  I  have  had  three 
years  college  at  Mississippi  State,  Starkcvillc,  hiss. 

I  enlisted  in  the  U.  S,  Marine  Corps  on  14  June  194i. 
After  taking  basic  training  I  was  sent  to  Pearl  Harbor 
r>n  30  August  1941  then  went  to  Wake  Island  where  I  was 
stationed  with  the  i  arine  garrison.  I  was  captured  on 
21  December  1941  vhile  on  wake  Island.  I  am  presently 
on  furlough  from  the  U.  3.  Naval  Hospital,  Millington, 
Tenn.,  and  reourn  to  the  hospital  on  u  January  194b.  I 
be  discharged  from  the  service  shortly  thereafter. 

I  am  single.  My  home  address  is  Box  2C7,  Reform,  Ala. 


/s/  J.S.B. 
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Give  a  description  of htheoOivilian 

American°prisoncrs  of  war  at  Shanghai  -risoner  of 
V/nr  Camp  in  February  19  -4  • 

htSe8r' 

Summer  of  1942  until  Larch  ^^5.  Ishihari  ^as  a  rU 
slende^and  SSi 

Mfvorif^clu^  before 

Washington*  £  C  by  the  /,  .rican  Bf  C* ess  and  thia 

is  the  November  W3  «■  >«“  '  „lth  his  right 

escort  wearing  glasses  anc.  is  *'a™|15%h  ahanphai 
side  and  back  to  the  «wa.  >■  ^  lt  is  oy  under- 

Prisoner  of  War  C  n  “  int0'the  Japanese  army  as  a 

standing  tho..  he  a  •  driver  for  some  Japanese 

Three-star  Private  ana  ./as  a  aiivc* 

General  in  the  Shanghai  area. 


matelyW50tamer1can,prl3onersnoftviar,'bytIshihariPinOXl” 

February  1944. 

at  the  Shanghai  Prisoner  of  War  Camp  it  was  possible^for 
the  American  prisoners  to  Prisoner  of 

had  the  necessary  money.  A  t, ^  S  *  wcre  working 

War  Camp  there  were  Chinese  J^iixa^  project.  It 
on  the  construction  1-  rlcan  prisoners  of  har  to 

became  the  custom  °J  Civilians  their  rings. 

turn  over  to  these  valuables.  These  Chinese  would,  in 
watches,  and  other  vJ*^aoies.  sell  them  and 

turn,  take  the  valuables  into  Sh. loners  of  ,Var. 
return  the  money  to  the  Am-lca  In  SOroe  way 

This  had  been  going  nn^or  s  .  t  out  about  this 

civilian  intcrprete^Isnlhax-,  of  the  American 

and  managed  to  Set  tne  name lth  the  Chinese, 
prisoners  of  war  u^r^rih^y  |o  prisoners  of  war 
Ishihari  got  the^ppro  :  thu?  they  were  guilty 

together  and,  althou, i.  l.e  -■  tortured  those  men 

and  apparently  ^p^ishilirl,  iiirself,  was  directly 
with  the  water  caie;  *1.;hough  he  had  two  other 

5apanelefnames  not  known,  assisting  him. 

.(hat  method  did  ishihari  use  to  torture  these  Americans, 
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Q  He  stripped  the  American  prisoners  of  war,  took  them 
outside  in  the  snow  and  gave  them  the  water  cure  by 
forcing  water  into  their  stomach  and  then  jumping  on 
their  stomach  and  forci"1;,-  tt.o  water  out*  .Vhen  the 
American  prisoners  of  w,..r  would  pass  out  he  would 
take  them  to  a  post  out  in  che  snow  and  revive  them 
by  pouring  ice  water  over  them.  He  then  would  repeat 
the  water  cure  process.  During  this  time  ishihari 
beat  the  prisoners  of  war  with  a  riding  crop  about 
two  feet  long  which  had  been  loaded  with  lead. 

Q  Do  you  know  the  names  of  any  American  prisoners  of 
war  who  were  subjected  to  this  torture? 

A  Yes;  I  know  a  United  States  army  Staff  Sergeant 

.  iinnick  whose  heme  is  in  Pennsylvania,  Marine  Staff 
Sergeant  Joe  Stowe  whose  hone  is  in  Georgia,  a  Doctor 
Toley,  (Naval  doctor),  Lt.  (Jg).  and  a  Marine  Technical 
Sergeant  Stowers  whose  home  is  in  Alabama  who  were  sub¬ 
jected  to  this  torture.  All  these  men  actually  had 
to  take  the  water  cute. 

Q  Did  you,  personally,  see  all  of  this  torture? 

A  Yes;  I  saw  all  of  the  part  that  took  place  on  the  out¬ 
side;  some  of  the  preliminary  phases  of  this  water 
cure  took  place  on  the  inside  ox  the  building  which  I 
did  not  see,  but  I  actually  saw  all  of  it  which  took 
place  on  the  outside.  _ 

/s/  James  Scot t_Br  ownj  ng_ 

JZIS  SCOTT  DROWNING 
Private  First  Class 

SEAL 

SThTI  OF  ALaBAIA  ^ 

$  SS 

COUNTY  OF  PICKLNS) 

X,  James  Scott  Browning,  of  lawful  age,  being  duly  sworn 
on  oath,  state  that  I  have  read  the  foregoing  transcription 
of  nv  interrogation  and  all  answers  contained,  therein  are 
trueto  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief. 

/ s /  Janie  si  Scott  _Brownin& 

JAMES  SCOTT  BROWNING 
Private  First  Class 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  r.ie  this  4th  day  of  January  1946. 
l.y  commission  expires  5/8/47  /s/  0.  U.  Cook 
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CUR  j.'  IF  I  C  ..A  X 1 


I,  Janes  R.  Farrell,  Special  /gent,  Security  Intelligence 
Corps,  certify  tha~.  on  2-j  December,  personally  appeared 
before  me  James  Scott  Browning,  Private  First  Class,  United 
States  Iiarine  Corps,  and  gave  the  foregoing  answers  to  the 
several  question?  set  forth;  and  that  after  his  testimony 
had  been  transcribed,  the  aaid  James  Scott  Browning  read 
the  same  and  affixed  h_s  signaiu.e  thereto  in  my  presence. 


PLACE* _ _ _ _ 

JAMES  R.  FARRELL 

DATE* _ _ Special  Agent 

Security  &  Intelligence 
Corps 
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